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Thank you for being part
of the process!
Most would agree that landmarks
such as our Idaho Falls River Walk,
welcome signs, historic buildings,
water tower and other iconic
structures make Idaho Falls feel like
home. Unfortunately, there comes a
time when a decision has to be
made about whether or not to repair
or replace aging structures. Over the
past few years, city officials have
been evaluating the condition of the
city’s elevated water tower. Much
discussion, research, and careful
consideration has gone into the
decision to replace the deteriorating
water tower. The tower has been a
significant part of the Idaho Falls
skyline for more than 80 years, and
we've appreciated the community's
engagement and feedback as the
future skyline carefully takes shape.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
How old is the water
tower?

The tower was completed in 1937 by the
Chicago Bridge & Iron Company, making it
85 years old. The style is called a Horton
Tank, named after the company’s founder.

How big is the water
tower?

The bowl of the tower is 51 feet in diameter
and holds 500,000 gallons of water. The max
height of the tower is 185 feet at the peak of
the roof.

How did the water
tower get its color
scheme?

Originally, the color of the tower was silver.
After a public competition, it was repainted
its current red, white, and blue scheme in
1974, in advance of the nation’s 1976
bicentennial.

Why do we need a
water tower?

The tower is essential to the operation of the
city’s potable water system. All pumps within
the water system are designed to match the
pressure provided by the elevated tower
which is located near the geographical
center of the city. The water tower also
provides a reliable source of stored,
pressurized water for many critical purposes
such as:
Continuity of service during a power
outage
Water system pressure stabilization
Emergency storage for firefighting
Water storage during peak water usage
Prevention from contamination due to
potential backflow events, such as a
power outage

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
Why does the water
tower need to be
replaced?

Due to its age, there are several structural
issues with the current tower, including:
Non-compliance with current seismic
requirements and building standards
Base paint coats losing adhesion and
peeling
High lead content in base coat paint
Aging concrete pier foundations
supporting the tower’s legs, last replaced
in 1969
Surface cracking of exposed concrete
pier foundations
Significant corrosion in the vault below
the tower
Corrosion and deterioration of cast iron
inlet and outlet piping
Location safety: The current tower is
between Idaho Falls Power’s (IFP)
administration building and the central
power plant, limiting IFP’s ability to
expand operations. In the winter, icicles
form on the tower and fall over the
employee walking path and employee
parking lot.
Non-compliant roof hatch
Deteriorated and cracking welds
Insufficient safety ladder and walk path
railing

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
What maintenance has
already been done on the
tower and what evaluations
have been done?

In 1997, a paint coat analysis was
conducted on the tower as it was
beginning to show signs of wear. At that
time, only the roof and eaves were painted
white at a cost of approximately $24,000.

In 2008, another evaluation was completed and it was recommended that, due to
adhesion failure of base coats of lead-based paint, the city consider sandblasting
the tower to bare steel and re-coating the entire tower. At the same time, the
Water Division consulted a structural engineering company to review the
structural integrity of the tower. That company recommended that the city not
perform a full structural analysis, but rather generate plans for its eventual
replacement or demolition. These results are still valid today. The reality is that,
even if the city were to invest the estimated $2.3 million or more to restore the
existing tower, it would still not meet current building standards and seismic zone
requirements, nor would it provide sufficient water storage to meet the
expanding needs of a growing city.
In a broader context, city officials are very
Why can’t we just restore the proud of the significant progress that has
existing tower like we have been made downtown as a result of a very
restored some of the historic cooperative partnership between the City of
Idaho Falls, Idaho Falls Downtown
buildings downtown?
Development Corporation, Idaho Falls
Redevelopment Agency and private investors.
Restoring old buildings and structures has always been considered a priority,
providing that buildings can support their intended purpose. Historic preservation
benefits both the historic and economic value of our downtown. Fortunately, we
have been able to restore many buildings in our quest to preserve the historic
nature of our downtown. However, there are circumstances when safety, structural
deficiencies, and the need to accommodate future city growth outweigh the
option of restoration. The tower is simply too deficient to restore to its intended
purpose, and needs to be replaced with a tower that is built to today’s standards
that is sized to serve the growing needs of the city now and into the future.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
Why is the new tower going
to be in a new location?

The new tower must be in a location that
is in close proximity to the old one where
the well that supplies it with water is
located while remaining near the
geographic center of the city.

The current tower must remain in use to maintain a pressurized system for the
city during the construction of the new, 1,000,000-gallon capacity tower. Once
the new tower is built and operational, the city can transition the water system
to the new tower and begin looking at removing the current structure. City
officials initially evaluating three (3) city-owned sites identified as viable options
for the location of the new water tower and the community was involved in
providing input on those identified locations.
All options are city-owned properties:
Which properties were
Option 1: South Capital Park, south of the
identified as viable options
Art Museum on Capital Avenue.
for locating the new tower?

Option 2: Parking lot between the Idaho
Falls Library and the State of Idaho office
building.
Option 3: Parking lot between State of
Idaho Building and the Willow Tree Gallery.

Were additional city-owned Yes. In November of 2021, officials from the
Public Works Department were invited to
properties evaluated?

attend an Idaho Falls Library Board
meeting to discuss an additional option of
placing the water tower in southeast corner
of the library parking lot. The Library Board
voted and unanimously approved the
option. On Nov. 22, the Library Board then
presented the option to Idaho Falls City
Council during a City Council Work Session.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
Why is the new tower going
to be in a new location?

The new tower must be in a location that
is in close proximity to the old one where
the well that supplies it with water is
located while remaining near the
geographic center of the city.

The current tower must remain in use to maintain a pressurized system for the
city during the construction of the new, 1,000,000-gallon capacity tower. Once
the new tower is built and operational, the city can transition the water system
to the new tower and begin looking at removing the current structure. City
officials initially evaluating three (3) city-owned sites identified as viable options
for the location of the new water tower and the community was involved in
providing input on those identified locations.

Which city-owned properties
were identified as viable
options for locating the new
tower?

Option 1: South Capital Park
Option 2: Parking lot between the Idaho
Falls Library & the State of Idaho building.
Option 3: Parking lot between State of
Idaho Building & Willow Tree Gallery.

Were additional city-owned Yes. In Nov. 2021, Public Works was invited to
properties evaluated?
attend an Idaho Falls Library Board meeting
to discuss an additional option of placing the
water tower in southeast corner of the library
parking lot. The Library Board fully supported
and voted unanimously to approve this
option. On Nov. 22, 2021 the Library Board
presented the option to City Council during a
Work Session, and on Dec. 16, 2021 City
Council voted and approved placing the new
tower in the library parking lot.

Will the new tower have
the same footprint as the
old tower?

The footprint for the new composite style
tower is much smaller than the current tower.
The bowl at the top of the new tower will hold
1,000,000 gallons of water compared to the
current 500,000-gallon capacity.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
What type of towers were
evaluated?

Four (4) water tower types meet the
requirements for Idaho Falls’ seismic zone,
including:

Type 1: Composite
tower, steel bowl
with concrete
pedestal

Type 3: Fluted
column tower, all
steel construction

What type of tower was
selected?

Type 2: Multicolumn
tower, all steel
construction

Type 4: Multi-leg
tower, all steel
construction

Type 1 is the preferred style due to a
reduction in maintenance expenses over
the life expectancy of the new water tower.

PROJECT TIMELINE
Fall-Winter 2019: Initial Site
Evaluation | Public Outreach &
Feedback

Spring 2020-Winter 2021: Continued
Site Evaluation & Selection
April 2020-Fall 2022: Engineering &
Design | Public Meetings

Fall 2022-Fall 2024: Construct New
Tower | Public Outreach

Fall 2024-Spring 2025: Remove
Old Tower | Public Outreach

FUND
ING

Cost of Repairing Existing Tower

$4 million (estimate)

As of the spring of 2022, the cost to repair the current tower is estimated at $4
million which would include paint removal, mitigation, recoating, replacement of
eight (8) pier foundations, tower upgrades, and other project related cost
contingencies. Even if the city invested in repairing the current tower, it would
still not meet current building standards and seismic requirements or provide
additional storage for future city growth.

Cost of Constructing New Tower

$8.5 million (estimate)

As of spring of 2022, the estimated cost to build a new tower is estimated at $8.5
million. Due to site selection delays and skyrocketing construction costs, this
estimate is an increase from the estimated $6.4 million when the project began in
2020.

Funding Source
Replacement of the tower was a recommended project in the 2015 Water Facility
Plan. The plan was then reviewed and approved by City Council. In anticipation of
the need for replacement, the city began adjusting water rates in 2015, which
were then placed in the water fund to pay for a new water tower without the
need for other funding mechanisms.

CONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS

CONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS

LIBRARY PARKING DURING
CONSTRUCTION

PUBLIC OUTREACH

The right information, to the right people, at the right
time so the community can make informed decisions.
City Council Work Sessions
All City Council meetings are live streamed and archived on the City's website
at www.idahofalls.gov. The water tower was discussed on:

Press Releases

December 16, 2021
November 22, 2021
May 18, 2020
April 15, 2019

Community members can sign up to receive press releases from the City by
clicking on the round, blue Stay Informed button at www.idahofalls.gov.

Public Meetings & Presentations

Press Release (Feb. 17, 2020)
Press Release (April 15, 2019)

Public Meeting, Feb. 19, 2020
Idaho Falls CUSP Environment & Sustainability Committee, Feb. 12, 2020
Idaho Falls Downtown Development Corporation, Jan. 27, 2020
Idaho Falls Rotary Club, June 26, 2019
Idaho Falls Civitan Club, June 20, 2019
American Association of Cost Engineers, May 22, 2019
City of Idaho Falls Budget Watch Open House, May 7, 2019
Historic Commission, May 2, 2019
Idaho Falls Civitan Club, April 22, 2021 (Update)
Neighborhood Meeting (properties 300 feet from Library), April 26, 2022
Public Information Meetings, May 5 & 18, 2022 at The Waterfront with live
Facebook feed

Local News Stories
Post Register, May 5, 2022
Local News 8, May 5, 2022
East Idaho News, April 28, 2022
East Idaho News, Feb. 24, 2021
Idaho Falls Magazine, Dec. 20, 2021
East Idaho News, Dec. 17, 2021
Local News 8, Dec. 17, 2021
Post Register, Feb. 27, 2021
Local News 8, Mar. 1, 2021

Post Register, Feb. 21, 2020
KPVI News 6, Feb. 17, 2020
East Idaho News, Feb. 17, 2020
Local News 8, Nov. 19, 2019
East Idaho News, April 15, 2019
Post Register, April 15, 2019

PUBLIC OUTREACH
Phase I - Why the tower needs replaced, 2019-2021

PUBLIC OUTREACH

Phase II - Construction of the new tower, Spring/Summer 2022

STAY INFORMED
City of Idaho Falls
www.idahofalls.gov
Sign up to receive information directly
from the City. Click on the round, blue
Stay Informed button.

A link to the
Water Tower
Information
page is
located on the
homepage of
the City's
website and
on the Public
Works
webpage.

Follow the City of Idaho Falls
on social media!

Stay tuned to local media outlets!

