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LEADERSHIP

MESSAGE FROM
THE DIRECTOR
Brad Cramer

It almost seems cliché at this point to say that 2020 was
a year like no other. But for the Community Development
Services Department (CDS), it was quite the opposite of what
one might expect. While much of the world was locked down,
construction and development in Idaho Falls actually increased
its pace. The summary charts on the next page show that CDS
provided an essential service in keeping the many construction
and development projects moving, despite the challenge of
working from home, mastering web-based meetings, wearing
extra Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), and continuing to
host public hearings with no one physically present. This was no
small task and our staff and volunteers handled it phenomenally.
Our heartfelt thanks go out to those who continued their work
and service in order to keep Idaho Falls’ construction and
development industries healthy. The accomplishments and work
of 2020 could not have been achieved without our hardworking
and dedicated staff as well as strong support from the Mayor
and City Council, Planning and Zoning Commission, Board of
Adjustments, Historic Preservation Commission, and Idaho Falls
Redevelopment Agency.
Our heartfelt thanks go out to those who continued their work and service in order to
keep Idaho Falls’ construction and development industries healthy.
The figures below represent key indicators for the current and
future workloads of our two divisions. “Permits Issued” and
“Inspections Completed” are indicative of current work activity.
These are projects that have been reviewed and are ready for
construction or are already under construction. “Permits Applied”
give us a view of what work is coming in the short-term. These
are projects that are ready for construction pending reviews and
approvals. “Projects Applied” are indicators of current work for
the Planning Division and future work for the Building Division.
These are applications that are just starting the development
process but need initial approvals for zoning, annexation,
platting, etc. Each of these indicators for 2020, compared with
the previous 3 years, show that 2020 was at least average and in
some cases well above average, despite the COVID-19 pandemic.
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This trend is expected to
continue. On an almost
daily basis, our staff is in
contact with developers
exploring new projects in
Idaho Falls. Idaho Falls has
been discovered. Knowing
this, the Planning Division
in 2020 began background
work on an update to the
comprehensive plan. In
early 2021, “Imagine IF…a
Plan to Move Idaho Falls
Forward Together” was
publicly launched. This
community conversation
about growth and change
will carry on throughout 2021
as the primary project of the
Planning Division. The goal is
to make sure that as growth
continues, it is managed
effectively and Idaho Falls
maintains the character and
lifestyle its residents have
come to enjoy.
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In addition to the busy
100
activity in development and
construction, our Community
50
Development Block Grant
0
Jan
(CDBG) program also
managed a heavier-thannormal workload. In addition to the annual
CDBG funds, the CARES Act added over
$500,000 in grant funds to Idaho Falls to
assist with COVID-19 relief efforts. These
funds are still being spent, but so far they
have assisted local businesses keep their
doors open, struggling homeowners keep
up with mortgage payments, and provided
support for expanding services to the
homeless. A list of projects funded by CDBG
and the two rounds of CARES Act funding
are included in this report.
Finally, in 2020 CDS and the Police
Department worked together to shift

Feb

Code Enforcement staff to the Police
Department. Code Enforcement has served
the community diligently under the CDS
umbrella of services and it was a difficult
decision to make. However, both departments
recognized that the Police Department
provides a better overall infrastructure to
support Code Enforcement’s work, including
better safety and training opportunities. Their
2020 statistics are included in this report, but
moving forward will be found in the Police
Department’s report. We thank the Code
Enforcement staff Cherise Frei and Michelle
Quick for their diligent service and wish them
the best as the move forward with Police.

2019 DEPARTMENT SUMMARY
Permits

3667

Projects

125

Code Cases

4354

Joanne Denney
Brent Dixon (Treasurer)
Gene Hicks
George Morrison
Lindsey Romankiw (Vice Chair)
George Swaney
Margaret Wimborne
Natalie Black (Chair)
Arnold Cantu

HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
Christopher White
Rachel McMurtrey
Hereschell Mynarcik (Vice Chair)
Kim Smith
Catherine Smith
Carrie Athay (Chair)

IDAHO FALLS
REDEVELOPMENT
AGENCY
Terri Gazdik (Secretary)
Tom Hally (Councilman)
Christopher Harvey
Kirk Larsen
Lee Radford
Brent Thompson
Dave Radford
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BUILDING

IDAHO FALLS
BUILDING DIVISION
BUILDING OFFICIAL’S MESSAGE:
Despite the onslaught of the COVID-19
pandemic which unfortunately ravaged
the economies of many American
municipalities, construction and
development continued robustly in the
City of Idaho Falls. Record amounts
of single-family dwellings were
completed, expanding new residential
subdivisions throughout the city and
creating more new neighborhoods.
This has also included a number of new
apartment complexes and townhome
developments. Commercially there
were a number of new professional
office complexes, medical facilities
and the adaptive re-use of the former
Sears anchor store at the Grand Teton
Mall for the Alturas Charter School.
The year ended with the submission
of the $40,000,000 Intermountain
Meat Packing Plant complex located on
property along Iona road that has been
annexed into the city. The complex
includes a two-story corporate office
building with a 70,000 square foot
meat packing and processing plant.

New commercial building projects
decreased from 37 in 2019 to 29 in
2020 for 21% decrease while singlefamily housing starts of 540 new
homes over 313 that were built in 2019
saw an increase of 72%. The total
number of permits issued in 2020 was
4039 which was 24% lower than the
5045 permits issued in 2019.
Although there was a 21% decrease
in the number of new commercial
building projects and a 24% decrease
in the total number of permits, overall
permit valuation of $155,046,653.00
in 2020 increased by 5.7% over the
$146,586,772.00 in 2019. This was
most likley due to the 72% increase in
new singe-familiy housing starts and
large valued commercial projects such
as the $40,000,000 Intermountain
Meat Packing Plant facility.

TOTAL
INSPECTIONS
COMPLETED:

15,227

Permit Valuation Summary

2020

New Residential

$55,156,875.00

Other Residential

$2,949,937.00

New Commercial

$64,440,884.00

Other Commercial

$32,054,668.89

Signs

$444,288.58

Total

$155,046,653.47

Total Inspections Completed

15,227

*Disclaimer: Slight variations in totals will exist in this report due to the way the permit system calculates different types of reports.
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PLANNING

IDAHO FALLS
PLANNING DIVISION
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR MESSAGE:
The Planning Division enjoys serving residents, property owners
and the development community. We are pleased to offer assistance and answer questions regarding the implementation of
the City’s long range plan and land use applications. We work
hard to help the City develop a plan for its future which reflects
the vision, needs and values of the citizens of Idaho Falls. In addition to mentioning some featured projects from this last year

FEATURED PROJECTS

IDAHome Falls: In February the city
received a Building Better Places grant
through Community Builders training and
assistance program. The city created a
group, made up of Elected Officials, Planning Commission Members, Real-estate
Professionals, and builders/developers to
address growth issues. The group formed
the IDAHome Falls committee and is
working with staff to try and address
housing choice throughout the city.
Missing Middle Housing Analysis: With
rising housing costs and changing lifestyles more individuals are looking for
housing options that fit their needs. The
City also wanted to address ways for implementing Comprehensive Plan goals to
foster inclusiveness through mixed housing types and prices. The City contracted
with Opticos Design, a consultant focusing on missing middle housing (MMH) to
review the zoning ordinance for barriers
to this type of housing. MMH includes
duplexes, tri and four-plex and, court
yard and bungalow courts, townhomes,
multi-plexes and live-work units. The
Opticos team includes urban designers,
architects, and strategists. In addition
to diversifying housing types Opticos
also addresses walkable communities
that support social, mental and physical
health. Opticos provided two detailed reports to the City with recommendations
for changes to city code that would

facilitate missing
middle housing
and the implementation of walkable
neighborhoods.
Staff will now begin the process of
analyzing the best
approach to meet
community goals
and recommend
changes to the
code.

we want to thank the volunteer members of the Boards and
Commissions we help to support (Board of Adjustment, Planning and Zoning Commission, Historic Preservation Commission, and the Idaho Falls Redevelopment Agency). We applaud
their dedication and service. We are also extremely proud of
our professional staff and the excellent work they do.

Comprehensive Plan

Completed Projects
Remaining Projects

Downtown District

South Downtown District

Completed Projects
Remaining Projects

Completed Projects
Remaining Projects

Number of Projects Applied
Projects Applied for by Type
Annex/Initial Zoning
Conditional Use Permit
Planned Unit Development
Plat
Pre-Application
Rezone
Site Plan
Variance

Northgate/1st
Street Area-Wide
Planning Commission
City Council
Planning Study:
Board of Adjustment
0
The city completed the area wide
planning study
using funding through the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Community-Wide Assessment Grant that was
awarded the city in 2019. The planning
document includes a technical analysis
of the existing conditions, a definition of
the community’s vision, an exploration
of key community improvement projects and an implementation plan for the
Northgate Mile and 1st Street corridors.
Staff is excited to assist the neighborhood in implementing the plan.
Development: The City continues to
see a large amount of growth in both

Total Projects Reviewed by Board
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PROJECTS REVIEWED BY BOARD/
COMMISSION
City Council

67

Planning and Zoning Commission

90

Board of Adjustment
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residential and commercial development.
Staff reviewed 184 development applications in 2020, more than any previous
year. These applications include in-home
businesses, commercial site development, conditional use permits, rezone
applications, and subdivision requests.
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CODE

CODE
ENFORCEMENT

3 YEAR COMPARISON
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Code Enforcement helps neighborhoods stay vibrant and
health through enforcement of property maintenance and
nuisance codes. In 2020, productivity was down due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and mandated limitations on enforcement
activities. However, the officers still did as much as they could
to keep neighborhoods clean and well-maintained. 2020
also marked the final year that Code Enforcement will reside
in CDS. As of February 2021, the program has migrated to
the Police Department. This move was made after months
of conversation and analysis between the two departments,
with the general agreement that the Police Department is a
more natural fit and could provide better training and safety
protocols. CDS is extremely grateful for the many years
of dedicated service Code Enforcement provided to the
community while here. Their work is incredibly valuable but is
often underappreciated. We wish them a successful future as
they transition to the Police Department.
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CDBG

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT

The City of Idaho Falls Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Program is administered by the
Planning Division. The program is
funded by the U.S Housing and Urban
Development (HUD). Each year, the
City receives approximately $400,000
to be spent on addressing local issues
that meet national objectives. In 2020,
the City received over $500,000 in
additional grant funds as part of the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act to support
COVID-19 recovery. These funds were
received in two allocations. The first
(CV1-CDBG) allocation of $250,072 was
received in late August. In December
the City received its second allocation
(CV3-CDBG) in the amount of $257,585.
For all CDBG grants combined, the City
received $932,691 in 2020.
With these grant funds, 33 projects
were funded between the three
allocations. As noted earlier in the
report, these funds have been used
to assist businesses, homeowners, the
homeless, and a project is currently
in the works to assist with COVID-19
vaccine distribution. The grants have
been an important part of Idaho Falls’
COVID-19 recovery process. Projects
and funding amounts are included in
the tables.

Activity or Project FY20 CDBG

Amount :: $425,034

CLUB, Inc. Case Mgmt. for homeless with information and resources

$5,000.00

EICAP (GRG) Legal Aid for Grandparents Raising their Grandchildren

$6,000.00

IFDDC Façade Program: Facades, Signs, Awnings, and lighting project

$38,707.7

Habitat for Humanity Idaho Falls Area: Home Ownership Opportunity

$80,383

Public Works N. Highland Area Neighborhood - Curb/Gutter/Sidewalk

$141,227.30

IF Senior Center - Freezer replacement

$16,445

IF Food Basket - Semi automatic stretch pallet machine

$7615.00

IF Power - Utility Assist for renters

$6,000

CEU Daycare - Voucher for daycare assistance

$8,636

Administration - CDBG Program, Plans, Reporting, Projects

$85,020.00

Behavioral Health Crisis Center of E Idaho (BHCCEID) - Case mgmt. for homelessness due to drug or alcohol addiction, or a mental health crisis

$18,000.00

Idaho Legal Aid - Legal assistance to victims of domestic violence

$12,000.00

Activity/Project FY20 CDBG-CV3

Amount :: $257,585

Homeownership Lending (IHFA) -Mortgage assistance for LMI homeowners in
Census Tracts

$26,008

Administration for 2021-25 Consolidated Plan

$20,000

Municipal Services/Skyline Activity Center - Repurpose Project

$70,453.34

IF Arts Council - Utilities and payroll

$50,000

IF Community Food Basket - Int/external Rehab

$40,000

IF Symphony - Audio/Visual Equipment

$43,593

BHCC E ID - Equipment/computers

$7,530.66

Activity/Project FY20 CDBG-CV1

Amount :: $250,072

IF Sr. Center Food Program Meals on Wheels

$24,000

New Day Lutheran- lunch program

$5000

EICAP Family ER services

$25,000

Trinity United Methodist Church - Temp shelter for (6) adult men

$7,499

IF Arts Council - PPE, sneeze guards

$1450

IF Community Food Basket -sorting tables, commercial gas stove, and utility
dump trailer

$20,500

IFP Utility assist for renters and homeowners

$15,000

Downtown Event Center (DEC) - Parklet

$17,000

Administration of CDBG Program, 5 Year Plan Development

$45,946.84

BHCC of E ID - PPE and equipment

$12,905.99

Idaho Legal Aid - Legal assistance to victims of domestic violence

$12,000

Homeownership Lending (IHFA) - Mortgage assistance for LMI homeowners in
Census Tracts
H4HIF - Mortgage assistance to LMI in Census Tracts
Trinity United Methodist Church - PPE, supplies for homeless, door greeter for
mask compliance

$35,542.43
$4149.74
$24,078
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